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ABSTRACT

In order to diminish the economic disparities in the rural development of Constanta County
we should have in view an intensification of the advantages at our disposal and the
elimination, as far as possible, of the obstacles against development.

The study does not intend to solve the real problems faced by the economy of these
localities or to offer solutions in this respect, but it shows a picture of the stage the
administrative units are at, in order to properly orient the future activity.
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In order to carry on the analysis, data from 50 localities have been gathered and
recorded.

As regards the record forms the following aspects have been in view:

1. The population, the human resources and the manpower market (density of the
population, structure of the population based on age segments, the manpower market).

2. Health

3. Education-research

4. Transport infrastructure — water supply facilities, the public sewer system, the
gas distribution system, the electric power supply system

5. The condition of the environment

6. The cultural and architectonic patrimony (religious and historic traditions,
churches, monasteries, castles, important residences).

7. Agriculture

8. The economic characteristics of the rural zones

9. The land reform and the usage of land

1. ownership type

2. agricultural potential

3. agricultural exploitations
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Structure of population based on age segments
Tendency to migrate to town
Simple description of education level with reference to the rural potential of
the zone
7. Number of persons employed in the agricultural field
8. Tourism and commerce

4. agricultural production
5. animal production

1. Industry

2.  Employed population
3. Density of population
4.

5.

6.

We point out that the record forms were in some cases wrongly filed in and some
variables (characteristics) were completely ignored.

The causes which created these problems can be attributed to the fact that the local
administrations failed to keep accurate elementary records or to the lack of qualified
personnel capable to gather and record the necessary data. Overcoming such
difficulties, we managed to grasp a lot of characteristics regarding the economic
development of the Constanta County localities and based on various data groupings,
to highlight the obvious discrepancies among them.

In order to diminish the economic disparities in the rural development of Constanta
County, we should have in view an intensification of the advantages at our disposal
and the elimination, as far as possible, of the obstacles against development. In this
respect, we shall focus our attention on the following aspects and conclusions:

1. Constanta County has a large variety of natural resources: oil in the Black Sea
Continental Platform, iron ore, calcium phosphate, limestone, magnesia lime, chalk,
Kaolin clay, quartz sand, meso-thermal and sulphurous mineral waters.

2. The region also has the advantage of extended agricultural fields, representing
80% of the total surface, about 85% thereof being plough lands.

3. As regards the resources, the salty lakes “Techirghiol” and “Nuntasi” are of
special interest with important mud reserves that have various therapeutic qualities.

4. The increased rate of urbanization, 73.7% of the population being
concentrated in the 11 towns and cities, an average that exceeds the national level by
far, gives the possibility of industrial activities development, especially service
rendering. Here we should have in view the touristic potential of the area, unique in
the country.

5. Human resources represent an important factor of the socio-economic
development, both from the quantitative and the qualitative point of view. We have to
mention the large localities with a great number of permanent inhabitants where ample
economic and social activities are carried on, such as Mangalia and Medgidia.

6.  We have to remember that most of the localities are exclusively based on
agricultural activities; therefore the great majority of the inhabitants live from these
sources.
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7. Asregards the percentage of the cultivated surfaces to the total surfaces, there
are obvious discrepancies between the localities, 9 of them using 90% thereof, while 7
of them, only 70%.

8. Private agriculture is characterized by an excessive split of the lands which
hinders the efficient exploitation thereof and the development of a competitive
agricultural system.

9. In 26 localities the private property is 90% of the whole property, while only
in two localities it is less than 50%, therefore the privatization process being slowed
down.

10. There are also obvious disparities as regards the surfaces cultivated with
various plants, which result in the existence of an unused agricultural potential (arable
non cultivated fields).

11. The reduced productivity of the private agricultural exploitations as a result of
the inferior technical equipment of this sector and the old fashioned technologies still
in use brought about significant differences among plants harvested per hectare. The
data groupings achieved in this respect are representative.

12. These results are to a great extent also due to the use of the irrigation
installations to a low extent.

13. The existence of an outstanding industrial activity with a diversified structure,
a well developed infrastructure and enterprises of tradition are the grounds for a very
well developed county industry. Nevertheless there is a great discrepancy among the
localities under study, the industrial activities being concentrated in the main urban
centers, especially in Constanta city. There is no local industry in almost all the
localities.

14. The touristic potential is hardly exploited.

15. We notice that in some localities of the county the population is getting old,
the percentage of the persons older than 60 years, considered inactive, being very
significant. Some of these localities are: Castelu, Cobadin, Cumpana, Lumina, Mircea
Voda etc.

16. The number of employees having their domicile in other localities is
significant, both as relative and absolute measure. This tendency can be noticed in
localities such as: Albesti, Comana, Costinesti, Crucea, Mircea Voda, Topalu,
Tpraisar, Tortomanu. On the opposite part, there are localities where the total
employees have their domicile there, such as: Baneasa, Cerchezu, Garliciu, Mihai
Viteazu, Silistea. Considering the diversity of domains of activities were personnel
restructuring took place, we can draw the conclusion that the tendencies of the labour
market are continuously changing, which causes the necessity for a permanent
adjustment of activities to the changes occurred.

17. In many localities there are quite increased potential human resources, and
their education level is susceptible to be improved.

18. The health infrastructure is hardly represented and besides, the medical
dispensaries are hardly supplied with medical equipment and technical-sanitary
material.
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19. For the great majority of the localities, especially those in the rural
environment, the number of the qualified medical staff shows a deficit, especially of
the higher educated ones, and the social services for the groups vulnerable from social
and economic point of view are hardly represented in the area, the main cause being
the lack of funds necessary for the development of these services.

20. A reform of the sanitary system is welcomed both as regards the patients and
the medical staff. An improvement of the conditions offered to the latter would result
in a decrease of the number of those daily travelling to their place of work from other
places, and an increase in the quality of the offered medical services.

21. We can state that the transport network is well developed, if we take into
consideration the fact that the region has all the transport types: by land, by rail, by
sea, by river, by air. This field is also susceptible of being improved, especially by
upgrading the national and European roads. We have to remember that the Bucharest-
Constanta under construction highway will pass through the county.

22. Most of the county localities have special flora and fauna elements that
unfortunately are not sufficiently exploited.

23. The cultural and architectonic patrimony, the religious and historic traditions,
the churches, monasteries, castles are elements that have to be treated as key factors
for the localities to distinguish themselves locally and regionally.

The study does not intend to solve the real problems faced by the economy of these
localities or to offer solutions in this respect, but it shows a picture of the stage the
administrative units are at, in order to properly orient the future activity.
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